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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC[7]: A47C.7/40,A47C-7/02,B60N-2/66 

According to International Patent Classificaiion (IPC) or to bo& naticmal classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
IPC: A47C & B60N CPC: 1 55 



Documentation searched other Ifaan minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic database(s) consulted during the intemational search (name of database(s) and, where practicable* seard) terms used) 
Delphion (all databases) CPD Internet 

Keywords: manikin/mannequin, lumbar, h-point/hip point, torso line, and the like 



C DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No(s). 


A 


WO 03/01 1634 Al (JOHNSON CONTROLS TECHNOLOGY COMPANY) 
1 3 February 2003 ( 1 3-02-2003) 
* Paragraphs [OOlROl 1] & Fig. I * 


1-51 


A 


;P 0 1-094037 A2 (NISSAN MOTOR CO LTD) 
12 April 1989(12-04-1989) 
* Abstract & Figures • 


11-51 


A 


JP 01-094038 A2 (NISSAN MOTOR CO LTD) 
12 April 1989(12-04-1989) 
* Abstract & Figures * 

— End of items - 
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[ X ] See patent family annex. 
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document reftrring to an oral disctosure, use, exhibition or other means 
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the priority date claimed 



**T" later document published after the intemational filiiffi date or pnoiity 
date and not in conflict with the application but citeato understand 
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**X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considcrod novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

**Y** document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
conibined with one or more other such documents, such combinatioii 
behig obvious to a person sldUed in the art 
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Box No* n O bservations where certain claims were foond unsearchable (Contiiiuatioii of item 2 of the first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims und^ Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons : 

1. [X] ClaimNos.: 1-51 

J because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely : 

The claims are of an abstract or intellectual character as they are directed to methods of 'designing* or 'shaping" (used in the sense of 
designing an it^n, as opposed to actual manipulation of an item) seat backs without culminating in any material result The 
Examiner is of the opinion that the claims could readily be redrafted such tiiat th^ would define non-excluded subject matter- 
Therefore £se^g!i.^gg.^idu^ed9 but the claims were interpreted as ^ectively being directed t o methods of manufacturing seat 
badcs with shs^ aspects in accordance with the claimed geometry. 

2. [ ] Claim Nos. : 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with die prescribed requirements to sudi an CKtsnt 
that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically : 



3. [ ] ClaimNos.: 

because they are dependant claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. in Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows : 
Group A: Claims 1-10 

These claims are directed to a method of designing a cent^ine for a scat back of a seat assembly, the 'designingj* efifectively detemiining a 
contour of the seat back in a generally vertical extent 

Group B: Claims 11-51 

These claims are directed to a mediod for shaping a seat back of a seat assembly, the 'shaping' effectively determining the contour of an ^pGK 
central portion of the seat back face in a goieially lateral extent (i.a in a plane perpendicular to the centerline defined in Group A) 



1 . [ ] As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the ^splicant, this international search report covers all 

searchable claims. 

2. [ X ] As ail searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, tiiis Authority did not invite 

payment of any additional fee. 

3. [ ] As only some of the requned additional seardi fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 

covers only those claims for whidi fees w&r& paid, specifically dahn Nos. : 



4. [ ] No-reqonedadditionalsearchfeesweretimdypaidbythesqiplicant ConsequNitly, this! 
restricted to the invention first motioned in the claims; it is covered by claim Nos. : 



Remark on Protest [ ] The additional search fees were accompanied by the ^plicant's protest 
[ ] No protest accompanied the ps^ent of additional search fees. 
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